
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parent(s)/ Carer(s)

15 September 2025

RECEPTION: 01363 83292            www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk            EMAIL: admin@lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk

A very big welcome back to all our lovely families and a very warm welcome to all the new families
joining our school this year. Our term has started with a bang as children have launched straight into
their learning and I am incredibly impressed with our new Reception children who have begun their
formal education and settled into school so well.

As well as new children, we have also welcomed Miss Atkinson to our school community this year.
She is covering Mrs Cookson’s maternity leave in Kingfishers and is enjoying getting to know her new
class. I’m sure you will want to join me in offering our congratulations to Mrs Cookson and husband Joe
who welcomed baby Nora Joy Cookson into the world during the summer holidays. The children are
eagerly awaiting a visit from Mrs Cookson and Nora later in the term. In Mrs Cookson’s absence, I will be
taking care of SEND so please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any SEND concerns or queries.

School Council
During our first week back, the children in Herons class elected
the children who they wanted to represent them in school
council this year. Miss Atkinson has volunteered to lead the
fortnightly meetings and the elected children are very excited
about the difference they intend to make this year. Lapford
School Council 2025–2026 are Reece Rimington, Matilda
Wright,  Dakota Walker and Bonnie Madden. 

In our first celebration assembly on Friday, we were delighted to also award badges for our school
monitor positions. 
House Captains:                 William Wensley, Reece Rimington and Izzy Kovacic
Digital Leaders:                   William Wensley and Zeph MacLellan
Assembly Monitors:           Reece Rimington and Hollie Wilder 
Librarians:                             Izzy Kovacic, Florence Mills, Matilda Wright and Bonnie Madden

Next Monday, 22  September, is our first open event of the school year. We are inviting families to join us
in school from 9:00–10:30am to find out about how we teach reading at Lapford. For families of children

nd

in Robins, this will include a Phonics Workshop and then watching part of a Phonics lesson. For the older
classes, parents and carers are welcome to pop into classrooms to see a typical reading lesson. We hope
you are able to join us.

Have a wonderful week
Mrs Wright



What’s on 15-19 September

Day What’s On PE Music Lessons Clubs

Monday 15
September

Herons
swimming

Ms Bloch flute
lessons

3:30 - 4:30pm
Yrs2-6 Handball
Club

Tuesday 16
September

Wednesday
17

September

Thursday 18
September

Herons Forest
School Day

Mrs
Craddock
keyboard &
violin
lessons
Mr White
drum
lessons

Friday 19
September



What’s on 22-26 September

Day What’s On PE Music Lessons Clubs

Monday 22
September

9:00 - 10:30am
Nursery/ Reception
Phonics Workshop
and Yrs1-6 Reading
Open Morning

Herons
swimming

Ms Bloch flute
lessons

3:30 - 4:30pm
Yrs2-6 Handball
Club

Tuesday 23
September

9:00 - 10:30am
Stay & play sessions
resume

Wednesday
24

September

Thursday 25
September

Mrs
Craddock
keyboard &
violin
lessons
Mr White
drum
lessons

Friday 26
September



sssdsd

At the beginning of the school year, I would like to update you on our school priorities for the coming
year. 

1.Writing
To raise standards in writing across the school by embedding high-quality teaching of writing, with a
particular focus on guided writing strategies, ensuring that all pupils make strong progress and develop
as confident, creative, and accurate writers. 

2. Early Years
To provide high-quality, nurturing Early Years provision that supports every child’s holistic development
from 9 months to 5 years. Our aim is to create a seamless Early Years journey where children thrive
academically, socially, physically, and emotionally in an inspiring environment that prepares them for
lifelong learning.

3.Christian Distinctiveness
As a new Church of England primary school, our ethos is shaped by the national Church of England
Vision for Education which calls us to educate for Wisdom, Hope, Community and Dignity. We are
committed to ensuring that our Christian foundation is lived out daily, shaping the experiences,
opportunities and relationships across our school. Through embedding Christian distinctiveness, we
aim to ensure that every child flourishes academically, socially, and spiritually within a nurturing
environment.

I will be updating you regularly on the progress towards our school improvement priorities and letting
you know how you can help us to succeed. 2025 – 2026 is set to be a hugely exciting time for Lapford
Primary School and will include our relaunch as St Thomas of Canterbury CE Primary School and a
planned expansion of nursery places to include children from 9 months. There is so much to look
forward to!

Mrs Wright

School Priorities



Robins Spotlight 

Robins have had a fabulous time settling into the new school year and our new starters have been so
brave and slotted in like they have always been part of the Nest.

We have started our ‘People Who Help Us’ topic by looking
at the adults and friends who help us at school and have
been reading both ‘The Colour Monster’ and ‘The Colour
Monster Goes to School’ to help us put names to our
emotions and think about how we are feeling. The children
come in each morning and, once they have hung up their
coats and put their things away, they find the picture of
their face and hang it up on the ‘5-Point Scale’ display we
have in class to help let us know how they are feeling.
Although sometimes it looks like they are sad to leave their
loved ones at the gate, they are full of smiles 5 minutes later
when saying ‘bonjour’ in the register or when starting our
day with a fun dance or nursery rhyme. The children have
been learning ‘Pat-a-cake’ this week so be prepared to do
this with them, too!



Robins Spotlight 

Robins have started learning phonics this week and have made super strides in their learning already. We
are mastering our pencil-grip and control as well as identifying simple graphemes in our reading and I’m
sure they are going to go from strength to strength this year in their learning. How exciting!

All of the children in the Nest have earnt so many
dojos this week already – from being a good friend, to
helpful tidying up, to sharing ideas and stories in
‘Show and Tell’, they have been model pupils and
have listened to the Golden Rules so well, especially
when going outside and in PE with Mrs Perry.

We are looking forward to getting stuck in to our
‘People Who Help Us’ topic and we are excited to
learn about Doctors, Nurses and Dentists in the next
couple of weeks. I’m sure you will hear all about it in
the weeks to come!

Mrs Skinner & Miss Atherton



Stars of the Week and Lapford Legends

Stars of the Week 12 September 2025

Lapford Legends 12 September 2025

Congratulations to Leo, Sienna & Reece R!

Congratulations to Freddie, Oliver, Hollie & Matilda!



In nbeOther News

Please ensure your child is prepared for
outdoor play by having a coat and welly
boots in school. Hats and gloves will
also be needed as our weather gets
colder. Please ensure that these items
are clearly labelled with your child’s
name.
 
All children in Reception to Year 6 have
their own designated space in our welly
boot shed for their boots, which they
can use at playtimes and for Forest
School.

FREE Breakfast Club Reception to Year 6

ALL pupils from Reception to Year 6 can book into our FREE 8:30am Breakfast
Club. Please go to MyEd to select your days!



Information



School Calendar & Lunches

6  December 2024

PLEASE CLICK HERE FOR OUR LUNCH 
ALLERGEN INFORMATION 

https://www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Lunch+Menu&pid=26


School Lunches


