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RECEPTION: 01363 83292 www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk EMAIL: admin@lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk

15 September 2025

Dear Parent(s)/ Carer(s)

A very big welcome back to all our lovely families and a very warm welcome to all the new families
joining our school this year. Our term has started with a bang as children have launched straight into
their learning and | am incredibly impressed with our new Reception children who have begun their
formal education and settled into school so well.

As well as new children, we have also welcomed Miss Atkinson to our school community this year.

She is covering Mrs Cookson’s maternity leave in Kingfishers and is enjoying getting to know her new
class. I’'m sure you will want to join me in offering our congratulations to Mrs Cookson and husband Joe
who welcomed baby Nora Joy Cookson into the world during the summer holidays. The children are
eagerly awaiting a visit from Mrs Cookson and Nora later in the term. In Mrs Cookson’s absence, | will be
taking care of SEND so please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any SEND concerns or queries.

School Council

During our first week back, the children in Herons class elected
the children who they wanted to represent them in school
council this year. Miss Atkinson has volunteered to lead the
fortnightly meetings and the elected children are very excited
about the difference they intend to make this year. Lapford
School Council 2025-2026 are Reece Rimington, Matilda
Wright, Dakota Walker and Bonnie Madden.

In our first celebration assembly on Friday, we were delighted to also award badges for our school
monitor positions.

House Captains: William Wensley, Reece Rimington and Izzy Kovacic

Digital Leaders: William Wensley and Zeph MacLellan

Assembly Monitors: Reece Rimington and Hollie Wilder

Librarians: Izzy Kovacic, Florence Mills, Matilda Wright and Bonnie Madden

Next Monday, 22" September, is our first open event of the school year. We are inviting families to join us
in school from 9:00-10:30am to find out about how we teach reading at Lapford. For families of children
in Robins, this will include a Phonics Workshop and then watching part of a Phonics lesson. For the older

classes, parents and carers are welcome to pop into classrooms to see a typical reading lesson. We hope
you are able to join us.

Have a wonderful week
Mrs Wright



Day What’s On PE Music Lessons Clubs
Monday 15 Herons Ms Bloch flute | 520~ 4:30pm
L Yrs2-6 Handball
September swimming lessons
Club
Tuesday 16
September
Wednesday
17
September
* Mrs

Craddock

keyboard &
Thursday 18 * Herons Forest violin
September School Day lessons

* Mr White
drum
lessons
Friday 19

September




Day What’s On PE Music Lessons Clubs
9:00 -10:30am
Nursery/ Reception 3:30 - 4:30pm
P and Yrs1-6 Reading g Club
Open Morning
Tuesday 23 z’:cgoécl?fosaer:sions
September y & play
resume
Wednesday
24
September
* Mrs
Craddock
keyboard &
Thursday 25 violin
September lessons
e Mr White
drum
lessons
Friday 26
September




School Priorities

At the beginning of the school year, | would like to update you on our school priorities for the coming
year.

1.Writing

To raise standards in writing across the school by embedding high-quality teaching of writing, with a
particular focus on guided writing strategies, ensuring that all pupils make strong progress and develop
as confident, creative, and accurate writers.

2. Early Years

To provide high-quality, nurturing Early Years provision that supports every child’s holistic development
from 9 months to 5 years. Our aim is to create a seamless Early Years journey where children thrive
academically, socially, physically, and emotionally in an inspiring environment that prepares them for
lifelong learning.

3.Christian Distinctiveness

As a new Church of England primary school, our ethos is shaped by the national Church of England
Vision for Education which calls us to educate for Wisdom, Hope, Community and Dignity. We are
committed to ensuring that our Christian foundation is lived out daily, shaping the experiences,
opportunities and relationships across our school. Through embedding Christian distinctiveness, we
aim to ensure that every child flourishes academically, socially, and spiritually within a nurturing
environment.

| will be updating you regularly on the progress towards our school improvement priorities and letting
you know how you can help us to succeed. 2025 - 2026 is set to be a hugely exciting time for Lapford
Primary School and will include our relaunch as St Thomas of Canterbury CE Primary School and a
planned expansion of nursery places to include children from 9 months. There is so much to look
forward to!

. i i )
Mrs erght 2O Choosing a secondary school for September 2026 entry? &
Chashnsicigh College: Find out wl v we have such a great reputation. Chulmicigh

waddemm Trust

Why Choose Chulmleigh College? Open Evening
Thursday 25 September 2025

Top Academic Achieveme 4,30pm to 7.00pm

» Showcasing of pupils’ work
Addrass by Neil Payne,
Headteacher. at 6.30pm

+ Motto: Nihil § “Mothing but our best” Open Mornings
& Culture of compa mbition and teamwork september or

Rich Curriculum & Vibrant Enrichmant ﬁ_ ; n:.... |_c|c|,;.m

Come and see the College in
action

Or click on the links above
We look forward to meeting you!




Robins have had a fabulous time settling into the new school year and our new
brave and slotted in like they have always been part of the Nest.

starters have been so

We have started our ‘People Who Help Us’ topic by looking
at the adults and friends who help us at school and have
been reading both ‘The Colour Monster’ and ‘The Colour
Monster Goes to School’ to help us put names to our
emotions and think about how we are feeling. The children

¢ mewlir

come in each morning and, once they have hung up their
coats and put their things away, they find the picture of
their face and hang it up on the ‘6-Point Scale’ display we
have in class to help let us know how they are feeling.
Although sometimes it looks like they are sad to leave their
loved ones at the gate, they are full of smiles 5 minutes later
when saying ‘bonjour’ in the register or when starting our
day with a fun dance or nursery rhyme. The children have
been learning ‘Pat-a-cake’ this week so be prepared to do
this with them, too!




Robins have started learning phonics this week and have made super strides in their learning already. We
are mastering our pencil-grip and control as well as identifying simple graphemes in our reading and I'm
sure they are going to go from strength to strength this year in their learning. How exciting!

All of the children in the Nest have earnt so many
dojos this week already - from being a good friend, to
helpful tidying up, to sharing ideas and stories in
‘Show and Tell, they have been model pupils and
have listened to the Golden Rules so well, especially
when going outside and in PE with Mrs Perry.

We are looking forward to getting stuck in to our
‘People Who Help Us’ topic and we are excited to
learn about Doctors, Nurses and Dentists in the next
couple of weeks. I’'m sure you will hear all about it in
the weeks to come!

Mrs Skinner & Miss Atherton
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Other News

Academy Trust

Please ensure your child is prepared for
outdoor play by having a coat and welly
boots in school. Hats and gloves will
also be needed as our weather gets
colder. Please ensure that these items
are clearly labelled with your child’s
name.

All children in Reception to Year 6 have
their own designated space in our welly
boot shed for their boots, which they
can use at playtimes and for Forest
School.

FREE Breakfast Club Reception to Year 6

ALL pupils from Reception to Year 6 can book into our FREE 8:30am Breakfast
Club. Please go to MyEd to select your days!

Lapford Breakfnsf Club Menu

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Bagels Sausage Toasted Serambled Eggs
Baps Teacakes on Toast

' ﬁesh

Cumpets TR \ik " Fruit
Selection of Jﬂms G 1: ® Yoghurt ﬁ
Spreads RS Cereals

AVAILABLE EVERY DAVI

it = .




Information
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HELP YOUR SCHOOL | g
RECEIVE EXTRA il
FU N DI N G JOB ADVERTISEMENT

Teaching Assistant
Temporary, part time (30 hpw x 39 wpa)
Plus £30 TOP-UP FOR SUCCESSFUL at Chulmleigh Community College
Grade C-£13.26 - E13.69 h
NEW APPLICANTS! m[;epending on experif:cre]uur

Required from October 2025
AREYOU IN RECEIPT OF ONE OR
MORE OF THE FOLLOWING BENEFITS? o S0 earalng Yo il be St 4 soanrues 15 SopporMeg Lhe Reedls o inAikal pupls s betng a0
If you are, please apply online for FREE SCHOOL MEALS, ot thEAM | Myer A3 cuk ki Alor.

IT ONLY TAKES A MINUTE TO APPLY, but your school iy receive EXTRA The rode of the successful candidate will include providing help with learning taske; feeding back 1o class weachers on
FUNDING. Successful NEVY applications made between 01.07.25 and 01.10.25 will progress made; encouraging the pupil to take regponsibility for their own learning and promoting the use of strategies 1o
receive a £30 MyEd+Pay account top-up. suppart the pupil to aspire to achieve their goals. Previous experience of working with pupils with different abilities would
ELIGIBLE BENEFITS: be an advantage, but experience is not essential as relevant training will be given.
# Uniwersal Credi
# Income-bused and contribution-based [S4 or ESA ot 10 el basi The total mumber of hours per week (s 20, with a working pattern of Momday to Friday 8:40 am to 3:30 pm (including a 50-

It vakés Reas than a minute minute unpaid break), The post is temporary as it is subject to the continued attendance of a child with special educational

'I\hﬂ:mxﬂﬁm "P-j"’" needs or fanding review,
izenPerta ¥i
CesCitizen B We are committed fo promoting equality of opportunity and access for all, irrespective of age, background, race, gender,
or coll the Educatian Helpline an

» Sepport wader part VI of the Marmigratis and Adylem Act 1999 0345 155 100% religion, ability, disability, or sexuality. We welcome applications for employment fram the whole community.

The jobs description, application farm and information about our dymamic and caring schoal are available on owr sebsite

Phease download and complete the application form and email it to personnel@chulmlcighdevonschuk by 10 am on

PLEASE LET US KNOW

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF Monday, 22+ September 2025, All applications will be acknowledged.
R SRl YOU HAVEAN ADOPTED [ | & ot o oot toneri et e of s g pemt o
FAMILY ISA CURRENT J CHILD, A RESIDENCE ‘Al t0ff undertake a criminal record check via the Disclosure and Barring Service (DAS) and fnterviews il inchude
OR PAST MEMBER OF B ORDER,ORA SPECIAL questions about safeguarding children
THE ARMED GUARDIANSHIP ORDER ﬂng:mwm guidance, we may corry o anline searches against shortiicted applicends” pomes ax part of apr
FORCES Your schoal can receive EXTRA FUNDING. Closing date: 10 am Monday, 22 September 2025

- e rasiiva EYCTHRA ELIMBRMG Interview date: Monday, 29 September 2025

if a parent has served any time in the last 6 If you have any queries, please speak to aog d.lmbilit_‘,'
years, or s in receipt of pensions under the the admin staff at your school. BE confident

Armed Forces Compensation Scheme (AFCS) Any information shared will be treated
and the War Pensions Scheme (WPS) confidentially.

e COMMITTED ——

* YOUR

\1’ SCHOOL
LOTTERY

e
= MyEd +Pay ¢
£2.61

Please order by midnight the day before

*

If you miss this deadline please provide
your child with a packed lunch

= Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week
I's an easy way to support our school and help ralse funds l.lJlU'l.lJ.lﬂpfﬂl‘d'pl‘imﬂrg.dEUOH.SCh.Uk
40% of tcket sales go stralght to our School funds

* There's a guaraniesd winner every week as well a8 the chance to win
£25.000




5 School Calendar & Lunches

Chulmleigh
Academy Trust

CHULMLEIGH ACADEMY TRUST
School Terms and Holiday Dates - 2025/2026 Academic Year
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PLEASE CLICK HERE FOR OUR LUNCH
ALLERGEN INFORMATION

Chulmleigh
Academy Trust

. Chicken, Ham & Fish Finger
Roast Gammon Sandwic

Pasta Bo e N i ; h with
: with Roast Sweetcorn Ple with
with Garlic Bread Potatoes, Gravy, o Penatoss Roasted Mew
and Sweetcorn Carrots and u Potatoes and
Cabbage Carrots & Peas Garden Peas

Chickpea and
Vegetable Soft Sweet Potato Cheese and Onion Mmf nger
Shell Taco with Bake, with Roast Quiche with MNew e dhrl\'"h
New potatoes Patatoes, Potatoes and Peas B ‘m‘?‘
& Garden Peas Carrots and otatoes ras

Cabbage

Beans or Tuna

Cheese or Ham Ham or Tuna Maye  Cheese or Tuna Mayo Ham or Cheese

Fruit Platter Carrat and mili Qaty Cookie

Courgette
Chocolate Brownie Yogurt

Yogqurt
Yogurt i Fresh Fruit

Fresh Frult Fresh Fruit

Yogurt Yogurt

Fresh Fruit



https://www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Lunch+Menu&pid=26

Chulmleigh
Academy Trust

Beef Chilli with
Rice, Machas
& Sweetcorn

Vegetarian 5

B::?Chnli with

Rice, Machos &
Sweetcorn

MAIN
PoEO T
SANDWiCH

Yogurt

Fresh Fruit

Steak &
table Fie
with Maszh,
Carrots and Peas

Falafel Wraps
with Mash,
carrots & Peas

Roast Pork with
Roast Potatoes,

undI-'Cubbogl‘

Haomity Pie with
Roast Potatoes,
Carrots and
Cabbage

Chicken Burger
with Wedges
and Peas

Plant Based
Burger with
Wedges and

Peas

Beans or Tuna Mayo  Cheese or Tuna Mayo

Meringue with Chocolate Mousse

Cherry Pie Filling
Yogurt

Fresh Fruit

Yogurt

Fresh Fruit

Yogurt

Fresh Fruit

e e pacried b offer 0 voriely of alerpen beo opfond on ouf leod manu. ASRough ol leed |
prapeared i 0 i fhal hondies. rrond aleepers ond Farelons vwe connol guoranies Bl oo

conomireson wil newver coour, wa oo ok overy fossible procouson 1o revent B irom hopoening

Chulmleigh
Academy Trust

N
MAIN ™=

Sweet and
Sour Chicken
with Rice
& Sweetcorn

Breaded Fish

with Roasted

Mew Potatoes
and Beans

Vegetable Fajita
wi:ﬁvc I

Roasted
Patatees And
Beans

Yaogurt

Fresh Fruit

Fish Fingers or
wﬁ-m
with Diced
Potatoes & Beans

Halleumi Stuffed
Pe with

Cheese & Tomato
Pizrza with
Wedges & Salod

statees &

Singapore Noodles
Patatees, Carrots Mash, Gravy,
& Cabbage Bomms

AN
Poward ~ "
SANDWiCH
DESSERT

Cheese or
Tuna Mayo

Waffle with Apple
& Toffee Sauce

Yogurt
Fresh Fruit

Jelly and Fruit
Yogqurt

Fresh Fruit

Fruit Platter

Yogurt

Fresh Fruit

Yogqurt
Fresh Fruit
W e penacd b ofr 0 voriely of allergen oo opfions o our food rman, Asough ol feod i

praeresd iy 0 s B haonches, rrand alerprn ond Panslons e oonnol guononies Bl oo
corarrireaion will e S U, vt Kok Bvery [t G o Son 6 primen I I hapgering




