
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parent(s)/ Carer(s)

13 October 2025

RECEPTION: 01363 83292            www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk            EMAIL: admin@lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk

It’s been an incredibly busy week at Lapford with lots of exciting activities taking place.

FLS Meeting
On Monday evening, FLS met at the Ark and had a really productive meeting, mapping out fundraising
events for the year and thinking carefully about how they can support the school effectively. There are
many exciting events lined up starting with a school disco on 21  November. Save the date and get your
dancing shoes ready!

st



Herons Farmwise trip
On Tuesday it was the first trip of the year for Herons who travelled to
Westpoint arena for a Farmwise event – a day dedicated to all things farming
in Devon. The children were split into two groups and spent the day exploring
six of the twelve zones on offer. Dairy was a firm favourite where the children
enjoyed the challenge of turning cream into butter. Meanwhile, in the
forestry zone the children experienced an ascender to learn how tree
surgeons climb trees. Throughout the day there were opportunities to play
games, plant seeds, learn about grain production and even meet robot dogs
who were trained to smell and detect different plants and flowers! 

Harvest Festival
Wednesday was our annual Harvest Festival celebration
and the children presented a thoughtful service on the
theme of generosity at the Congregational Church. It was
lovely to see and hear all the classes performing and I
felt incredibly proud of them all but especially our
youngest children in Robins, some of whom have only
been in school a few weeks. This year we were
completely blown away by the volume of donations for
the Lapford foodbank. Our children and families have
been so generous and these donations will make such a
big difference to our community. I was lucky enough to
take our School Council to The Ark on Friday to deliver
these donations and find out more about how the
foodbank operates. 

Hello Yellow
On Friday, World Mental Health Day, the school
was awash with yellow as we celebrated ‘Hello
Yellow’ and raised money for Young  Minds, who
support young people with mental health
challenges. Throughout the day, children spent
time thinking about what mental health is and how
we can promote positive mental health. During
the afternoon, children worked in their house
teams to carry out a range of activities to promote
positive mental health including yoga, positive
affirmations, mindfulness colouring and sensory
activities. Alongside this the School Council set up
and ran their own cake sale which raised an
additional £56 towards this worthy cause. Thank
you to everyone who brought in cakes to sell and
also to those who brought in their pennies to buy
them!  

We’re hoping for a slightly calmer week this week so that we can focus
on our learning! 
Have a lovely week everyone.

Mrs Wright



Day What’s On PE Music Lessons Clubs

Monday 13
October

Flu Nasal Spray
Vaccinations for Yrs R-
6. ONLY FOR THOSE
WITH PARENTAL
CONSENT RECEIVED

Herons
swimming

Ms Bloch flute
lessons

3:30 - 4:30pm
Yrs2-6 Handball
Club

Tuesday 14
October

9 - 10:30am Stay &
Play

Wednesday 15
October

Thursday 16
October

POSTPONED TO 23
October

Kingfishers Forest
School Afternoon

Mrs Craddock
keyboard &
violin lessons
Mr White
drum lessons

Friday 17
October

What’s on 13-17 October

Term dates for 2025-26 and 2026-27 
can be found here

Planning a holiday?

https://www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk/content/?pid=14&contentid=1


Day What’s On PE Music Lessons Clubs

Monday 20
October

Upper Herons to
Library

Herons
swimming

Ms Bloch flute
lessons

3:30 - 4:30pm
Yrs2-6 Handball
Club - LAST
SESSION

Tuesday 21
October

9 - 10:30am Stay &
Play

Key Stage 2
Handball
Tournament at
CPS

Wednesday 22
October

Thursday 23
October

Herons trip to RAMM 

NEW DATE:
Kingfishers Forest
School Afternoon

LAST DAY OF TERM

Mrs Craddock
keyboard &
violin lessons
Mr White
drum lessons

Friday 24
October

NON PUPIL DAY

What’s on 20-24 October



School Lottery
Did you know that for just £1 a week, you could help raise vital funds for our school and be in with a chance
to win cash prizes, including a £25,000 jackpot? Our School Lottery is open to everyone – you don’t need to
be a parent to play, so please spread the word to friends, family, and neighbours! Right now, we only have a
small number of players, which means the prizes are modest. But with more people joining, the cash prizes
will grow and we’ll raise more money for our school – helping fund important projects, resources, and
activities for our children. 

It's a fun, easy way to support the school community. Click here today and help us make a bigger impact! 

Buy A Ticket here

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/lapford-community-primary-school?utm_campaign=Howitworks&utm_source=ysl&utm_medium=Leaflet&utm_content=Hyperlink
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/lapford-community-primary-school?utm_campaign=Howitworks&utm_source=ysl&utm_medium=Leaflet&utm_content=Hyperlink


OPAL Spotlight 
Welcome to our first OPAL Spotlight this year!

For those of you who are new to Lapford Primary School (LPS), OPAL stands for Outdoor Play and
Learning. Two years ago, we enrolled in the OPAL programme because we felt that we really needed to
enhance our playtimes so that our children had the best possible experiences at every playtime. With the
support of our mentor and a dedicated OPAL working team at Lapford School, we were awarded a
Platinum Award in recognition of this.

There are so many opportunities for children to learn and develop many important life skills at playtimes.
At LPS we have incredible outdoor play spaces surrounded by our beautiful Devonshire countryside. At
playtimes, we use natural and donated man-made resources to inspire creative and imaginative play,
leading to benefits such as happier, more resilient and independent children.

A simple breakdown of the many different play types are:

Symbolic Play: play which allows control, gradual exploration and increased understanding
Rough and Tumble: close encounter play by touching, tickling, tag etc
Socio-dramatic Play: the enactment of real and potential experiences
Social Play: play during which is important for social engagement
Creative Play: play which allows a new response, allows children to design, explore and try out new
ideas
Communication Play: play using words or gestures which includes skipping games, group ball games
etc
Dramatic Play: play which dramatises events
Locomotor Play: movement in any or every direction i.e. chase tag, hide and seek, climbing
Deep Play: play which enables the children to find strengths that they did not know they had, conquer
a fear or develop survival skills
Exploratory Play: play to access factual information 
Fantasy Play: play where a child’s imagination gets to run wild!
Imaginative Play: play where conventional rules do not apply
Mastery Play: constructing shelters, building pretend fires, digging holes
Object Play: play which involves sequences of hand-eye manipulations and movements
Role Play: play exploring a way of being
Recapitulative Play: play that allows the child to explore history, rituals, stories, rhymes



OPAL Spotlight 
School grounds update
You will probably have noticed by now that we have a new wooden fence along the wall
separating the field from the playground. We think that it looks fantastic and thank our
caretakers for completing this during the summer holidays.
We have made a start on painting the walls on the main playground area. The blue coloured wall
was completed before the summer holidays began, and we have now started to repaint the walls
surrounding the climbing frame area. We will continue to paint as much as we can this year,
weather permitting, but hopefully by the end of Spring 2026, all the outdoor walls will have been
repainted. 
During the summer holidays, we received three large sections of the Chestnut tree from the
village which sadly needed to be taken down. Thank you to Sam Down (Verity’s dad) for taking
the time to deliver each piece to us. The children are really enjoying playing on or around the
stumps, hiding behind them and spotting the creepy crawlies living within them. Our School
Council will be writing to the Parish Council to thank them for their generosity. 

 

Donations
We are always looking for donations - we are currently looking out for working bikes, scooters
and skateboards. Because of the previous donations of bikes and scooters, many children have
learned to ride a bike at Lapford School during playtimes, which is fantastic!

If you would like to receive further information about our outdoor play programme, have items
to donate or you think you might be able to offer help in anyway, please get in touch with Mrs
Wright or Mrs Mills.

Thank you, as always, for your support.
 
The OPAL Team

We do currently have a large section of overgrown vegetation on the school field that we would
like to get under control as it surrounds our grass walking tracks for the children. If you have any
machinery that you think might be able to help us with this task, we would love to hear from you.



Information

Colder Weather

Please ensure that your
child has a warm, named
coat at school every day.

Thank you



Information



Breakfast Club & Lunch Menus

PLEASE CLICK HERE FOR OUR LUNCH 
ALLERGEN INFORMATION 

FREE Breakfast
Club Reception

to Year 6

ALL pupils from
Reception to Year 6

can book into our
FREE 8:30am

Breakfast Club.
Please go to MyEd

to select your days!

https://www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Lunch+Menu&pid=26


School Lunches


