
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parent(s)/ Carer(s)

15 December 2025

RECEPTION: 01363 83292            www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk            EMAIL: admin@lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk

Welcome to the final newsletter of 2025!

Nativity
This week has been full of Christmas fun which kicked off with the Robins’ and Kingfishers’ Nativity
performances. This year, the children performed Hey Ewe which tells the traditional Christmas story from
the perspective of a curious sheep who knows something special is happening and is trying to find out what
all the fuss is about! 
Oliver Leach made an excellent ‘Curious Sheep’ and sang a beautiful solo with such confidence. It was
really wonderful seeing all the children dressed up in their costumes, performing their songs and delivering
their lines so eloquently. I am incredibly proud of them all.

CMAC Christmas Concert
On Wednesday I was fortunate enough to be able to take two
young musicians (Bonnie and Matilda) over to Chulmleigh
College to perform as part of the CMAC orchestra in their
Christmas concert. Being part of Chulmleigh Academy Trust
means that our children are able to be included in CMAC and
gives them a brilliant opportunity to be inspired by older
musicians from the College. The girls were wowed by some of
the solo performances given by children from Year 7 to Year 11
and it was lovely to see the familiar faces of some ex Lapford
pupils who were performing



Pantomime
On Friday we were back at Chulmleigh
College, but this time with all children from
Reception to Year 6 from all three Trust
Primary schools to watch a pantomime
performance of Robin Hood. 

The children were thoroughly entertained
by the lively characters, plenty of jokes and
humorous moments, and the chance to join
in by singing, dancing and loudly booing
the baddies. The colourful costumes,
energetic performances and familiar
pantomime traditions kept everyone
engaged from start to finish, making it a fun
and memorable experience for all. 

Many thanks to FLS for this lovely
Christmas treat.

Over 60s Christmas Lunch
After returning from the pantomime, we were
back out again to sing at the annual Over 60s
Christmas lunch in Lapford village. The children
performed beautifully, singing with confidence
and enthusiasm, and were warmly received by
the audience. 

It was a lovely opportunity for the children to
give something back to the community and
spread some festive cheer.

Staffing Update
At the end of this week we will be saying a sad farewell to Ms Atherton. Ms Atherton has been at Lapford
since May, covering Mrs Burrow’s maternity leave in Robins. She has been a huge asset to the EYFS team
and has very much enjoyed getting to know the children and families at Lapford. She will be taking up a
new position at a school in Wellington in the Spring Term and we wish her the best of luck with this. 

Throughout January, the children in Robins will be taught by Mrs Ali Ahmad on a Tuesday and Wednesday.
Mrs Ali Ahmad has worked at our school in the past and will be familiar to the children in Robins. Mrs
Burrows will then return to us at the start of February. 

Have a lovely week.
Mrs Wright



Date Event Details

w/b 1st December Christmas Crafternoons!

We will be decorating the classrooms and creating
Christmas craft to sell at the Christmas Fair this
week.
Our Christmas Postbox will be available for
Christmas cards to be posted from today.

Tuesday 2nd & Thursday 4th
December

Parent/Teacher meetings
Make an appointment to find out how your child is
progressing this year and also find out about our
new school uniform.

Wednesday 3rd December Computing Open Afternoon
Join us between 2.20 and 3.20pm to find out what
your children have been learning in computing this
term.

Saturday 6th December Christmas Fair

Open to all 2:00 – 4:00pm. A variety of stalls, games
and refreshments as well as Santa’s grotto. Please
send in Jazzy jars or cake raffle donations by Friday
5th December.

Wednesday 10th December
EYFS and KS1 Nativity – afternoon
performance

Performance starts at 2.30pm. Please join us for
refreshments afterwards.
(Nursery children who do not normally attend on
Tuesdays are invited to join us from 2:00pm)

Thursday 11th December Christmas Jumper Day
Wear your favourite Christmas jumper to school in
exchange for £1 donation to Save the Children
(payable through MyEd only - NO CASH)

Thursday 11th December
EYFS and KS1 Nativity – evening
performance

Performance starts at 6:00pm. Children should
arrive at school from 5:30pm. Refreshments
available before the show.

Friday 12th December Pantomime
All children from R – Y6 will travel to Chulmleigh
College to watch a performance of Robin Hood with
a party in school for our Nursery children.

Friday 12th December Over 60s lunch
All children will walk to Lapford Victory hall to
provide entertainment at the Over 60s Xmas Lunch.

Wednesday 17th December
KS2 Carol Concert at Lapford
Congregational Church

2:30pm. Come and listen to our KS2 classes perform
a variety of songs and music and retell the Christmas
story.

Thursday 18th December Christmas Parties Look out for class specific details on Dojo.

Friday 19th December

End of term assembly
 
Christmas Dinner
 
 
 
End of term

All welcome from 9.00 – 9.30am. A chance to end
the year with our final celebration assembly. 
 
Please order your Christmas Dinner on MyEd.
Children are welcome to wear a festive jumper or
headband/hat today.
 
School’s out for Christmas!



Day What’s On PE Music Lessons Clubs

Monday 15
December

Robins &
Kingfishers
PE
Herons
swimming

Ms Bloch flute
lessons

LAST SESSION
3:30 - 4:30pm Yrs
2-6 Netball Club
with Mrs Perry 

Tuesday 16
December

Herons PE

Wednesday 17
December

2:30pm KS2
Carol Concert -
Lapford
Congregational
Church

Thursday 18
December

Christmas
parties in class -
see Dojo for
specifics

Mrs Craddock
keyboard &
violin lessons
Mr White
drum lessons

Friday 19
December

LAST DAY OF
TERM

CHRISTMAS
LUNCH -
CHILDREN CAN
WEAR
CHRISTMAS
JUMPERS WITH
UNIFORM

What’s on 15-19 December

Term dates for 2025-26 and 2026-27 
can be found here

Planning a holiday?

https://www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk/content/?pid=14&contentid=1


Day What’s On PE Music Lessons Clubs

Monday 5
January

NON PUPIL DAY

Tuesday 6
January

CHILDREN BACK
TO SCHOOL 

Herons PE

Wednesday 7
January

Thursday 8
January

Mrs Craddock
keyboard &
violin lessons
Mr White drum
lessons

Friday 9
January

Community
Celebration of St
Thomas of
Canterbury C of E
School 

What’s on 5-9 January

Term dates for 2025-26 and 2026-27 
can be found here

Planning a holiday?

https://www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk/content/?pid=14&contentid=1




Robins Spotlight 

In The Nest over the last couple of weeks, we have been busy making a carwash, a bus and then a big sleigh
out of construction blocks, making a garage in our outdoor area, designing Christmas wrapping paper,
making decorations and cards, writing letters to Father Christmas, drawing circles and triangles and
exploring different texts which all had a celebration theme.

What a fabulous half term we have had! From parties celebrating birthdays, wedding roleplay with fancy
dress and a special Forest School Bonfire Night celebration to most recently getting into the Christmas
spirit and having fun with all things Christmas, the children have enjoyed every step of the way!



Robins Spotlight 

Nativities
Over the past few weeks, the children have been working SO hard to remember lines, stage directions and
sing beautifully in their Nativity. They have all been so well-behaved and hard-working and we are so
proud of them. Their performances were a hit and we all had so much fun! We hope it was as memorable
for them as it was for us.

Pantomime and Nursery Christmas Party
The Reception children enjoyed their fantastic Pantomime (not to mention getting the bus which I think
may have been a highlight for some!) all funded by our wonderful FLS. 

Whilst the Reception children were having a blast watching their special show and eating ice cream,
Nursery were treated to a Christmas party with party games, gifts and party food from FLS. 

A huge thank you all round!



Admissions policy for 2027-28: Annual Consultation

Along with all other schools and academies in Devon, we are consulting on an admission policy for
2027-28. The Local Authority is also consulting on its arrangements – the admissions schemes
through which you can apply. You are invited to look at the proposal new policies which are based
on policies for this year and next year and to have your say on them. 
 
Our proposed policy is on our admission page here and you can see all policies at
http://devon.cc/schoolpolicy 
Further information is here: http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements
The consultation runs between 1 November and 16 January 2026. 
 
Policies will be determined by the end of February and published in the same places by 15 March
2026 next year. You can comment at schoolsadmissionpolicy-mailbox@devon.gov.uk or by emailing
the school. 

Please remember to send your
child into school with a named
coat, hat and gloves, now that

the temperatures are
dropping!

https://www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/ADADDC6E93A747179F9829251CCD2D27.pdf
http://devon.cc/schoolpolicy
https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/education/school-admissions/arrangements-and-policies/
mailto:schoolsadmissionpolicy-mailbox@devon.gov.uk


Information



Breakfast Club & Lunch Menus

FREE Breakfast
Club Reception

to Year 6

ALL pupils from
Reception to Year 6

can book into our
FREE 8:30am

Breakfast Club.
Please go to MyEd

to select your days!



School Lunches


