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NSPCC Speak Out, Stay Safe
On Thursday, children in Years 2, 3, 5 and 6 took part in the NSPCC's Speak Out, Stay Safe workshops.
These important sessions help children understand how to recognise when something may not be right,
identify trusted adults they can turn to and develop the confidence to speak out and share any worries or
concerns.

Our visitors were incredibly positive about the children's participation. They listened carefully, made
thoughtful contributions and asked sensible and relevant questions throughout the sessions. We were
very proud of the maturity with which the children approached such an important topic.



Keyboard and Violin Taster Lesson
Next week, on Thursday 1st October, our keyboard and strings teacher, Mrs Craddock, will be offering a
free taster lesson to any child who might be interested in learning to play either the keyboard or violin.
 
Children do not need to have their own instrument to take part. If your child enjoys their taster session
and decides they would like to continue with violin lessons, instruments are available to loan through
Chulmleigh Academy Trust, so there is no need to purchase a violin.
 
If your child would like to take advantage of this opportunity and have a free taster lesson, please let the
school office know by Monday 28th September.
 
We hope lots of children will enjoy the opportunity to try something new!

Have a great week.
Mrs Wright
 
 

Wigs & Wacky Hair Day
At the end of the week, we held our first fundraiser of the new school year – Wigs
and Wacky Hair Day! From sparkles and brightly coloured creations to some
spectacular mohawks, the school was filled with wonderfully wild hairstyles, and
the children certainly embraced the challenge!
The fun continued after school with our cake sale, and a huge thank you goes to
everyone who donated cakes, helped out or bought a treat. Money raised from
the day will be used to purchase prizes for the upcoming FLS Bingo Night, which
takes place on 26th September at 7.00pm in the Victory Hall.

It promises to be another fun FLS event, raising valuable funds to support our
school, and we hope to see lots of you there!

Herons Swimming
Also this week, Herons began their swimming sessions. The children engaged brilliantly in their first lesson,
listening carefully, following instructions and approaching the session with real enthusiasm. Once again,
feedback from Wendy, our swimming teacher, was incredibly positive, and we were very proud to hear how
impressed she was with the children's attitude and behaviour. A fantastic start to their swimming this term!



 

 
Our primary focus remains unchanged: creating a safe, nurturing, and ambitious environment where
every child feels valued and excited to learn. As a Trust, our four schools (Chulmleigh College,
Chulmleigh Primary School, St Thomas of Canterbury CE Primary School and East Worlington Primary
School) joined together on the Non-Pupil Day for valuable, shared training. For the year ahead, our three
primary schools have joint shared school improvement priorities which enables us to use our collective
intelligence and expertise to make improvements together; we are also an outward looking trust, gaining
support from organisations like Devon Education Services, Jurassic Maths hub and Ilsham English Hub.
 
We firmly believe that education is a partnership between school and home. Your engagement, support,
and communication are vital to your child’s success, and we look forward to working closely with you
over the coming months.
 
Please look out for regular updates from your school's Head of School regarding upcoming parent
evenings, school events, and key dates. There are Open Mornings for all three schools coming up- please
share with families who are looking for school places; the dates are:
 
Chulmleigh Primary School: 23rd September
St Thomas of Canterbury CE Primary School, Lapford: 19th October
East Worlington Primary School: 28th September
 
Thank you for your continued trust and partnership. Let's make this a fantastic year ahead for our
children.
 
 

Welcome back to the start of a brand-new school year. I hope you and
your families had a wonderful, restful summer break and are feeling
refreshed for the year ahead.
A special welcome goes out to the families joining the Chulmleigh
Academy Trust community for the very first time. We are privileged that
you have chosen us to guide your child through these incredibly
important early years of education.
Our dedicated central Trust team, heads, teachers and staff have worked
hard to make changes and improvements to our schools, preparing
classrooms and designing learning experiences. 

Message from Ali Pook, Head of Primary Education for Chulmleigh Academy Trust



Remembering Steve Baber

Everyone at Chulmleigh Academy Trust was saddened to hear of the passing of Steve Baber at
the end of the summer holiday. Steve has been associated with Chulmleigh Academy Trust
since the Trust began and fulfilled the role of Chair of the Trust Board from 2013 until July this
year. For so many of us, Steve was a symbol of stability, continuity, wisdom and kindness. It is
unusual perhaps for volunteers such as governors and trustees to stay in post for as long as
Steve did – but in Steve’s case it was not a surprise. Steve was a passionate advocate for young
people and understood the importance of education in improving their life chances. He was a
steadfast in his view that pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds needed particular care and
attention – but not just hot chocolate, cake and a pat on the head – that they needed good
education and qualifications to gain the opportunities children from more privileged families
enjoy and take for granted. Moreover, Steve recognised that education was a force for positive
change and was adamant that all pupils should meet their potential. Steve leaves a legacy in
this Trust for all those pupils whose life chances were improved because they came to our
schools.

Like almost all the senior staff in the four schools of this Trust, I was appointed by Steve Baber.
Most recently, it was Steve who made the call to inform me that I had been appointed by the
board to follow Mike Johnson as Executive Headteacher and Trust Chief Executive. He took the
responsibility of his role seriously and knew he was accountable not only to the Trust and the
Department for Education but to the families we serve. Steve represents a key figure in my
career and I know to the careers of many. He was a source of endless encouragement and
advice to me and that is something that personally I shall always remember and be grateful for.
The particular ability that Steve had was to be supportive without smothering and challenging
without offending. He was very clear about the values of this Trust and the importance placed
on care and achievement and he held the leadership to this. There was also something
incredibly reassuring having Steve as our Chair of Trust in that I always knew I could rely on his
support, even when making a difficult decision – as long as it was the right one, and he would
keenly rehearse the rationale behind my decision making with me. Steve would call himself our
wing-man and that made what can be a challenging job running schools feel a lot easier for all
four of us as Headteachers in this Trust. All of us in the Trust were grateful for his constant
support.

Steve believed in community and I know how much West and East Worlington meant to him and
indeed how much Steve meant to this community. Steve was at the centre of so much that is
good in this community and I know his loss will be felt by his friends and neighbours as much as
it is in our Trust of schools. We are saying goodbye to such a good friend and neighbour.

Like many of us, I will remember Steve with such affection and fondness. As much as we will
miss the man, we must also celebrate all that he did and was. The contribution that Steve has
made to this community will live on for a very, very long time.

Mr N Payne
Headteacher and Chief Executive Officer



Day What’s On PE Music Lessons Clubs

Monday 21
September

Years 5&6
Bikeability

Kingfishers
swimming

Tuesday 22
September

Years 5&6
Bikeability

Wednesday 23
September

Years 5&6
Bikeability

Kingfishers
Forest School
Afternoon

Ms Bloch flute
lessons 

Thursday 24
September

Years 5&6
Bikeability

Mrs Craddock
violin and
keyboard lessons

Mr White drum
lessons 

Friday 25
September

What’s on 21-25 September

Term dates for 2026-27 can be found here

PLANNING A HOLIDAY?PLANNING A HOLIDAY?PLANNING A HOLIDAY?   PLANNING A HOLIDAY? 

https://www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk/content/?pid=14&contentid=1


Day What’s On PE Music Lessons Clubs

Monday 28
September

Herons
swimming

Tuesday 29
September

Wednesday 30
September Robins Forest

School afternoon

Ms Bloch flute
lessons 

Thursday 1
October

Mrs Craddock
violin and
keyboard lessons

Mr White drum
lessons

Friday 2
October

Kingfishers to
library

What’s on 28 September - 2 October

Term dates for 2026-27 can be found here

PLANNING A HOLIDAY?PLANNING A HOLIDAY?PLANNING A HOLIDAY?   PLANNING A HOLIDAY? 

https://www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk/content/?pid=14&contentid=1


Upper Robins Spotlight 

We have had so much fun in Upper Robins Class over the past couple of weeks. Myself (Mrs Cookson),
Mrs Skinner and Mrs Burrow have been so proud of how well the children have adapted to their new
teachers, classroom and routines. They welcome Lower Robins into the class beautifully every afternoon
too. We are such a great team! 

Phonics
We have hit the ground running with our learning for the term. Year 1 have started their Level 5 phonics
with the /ay/ GPC and have enjoyed hunting for words that use this new spelling and the /ai/ spelling that
they knew from last year. Year 2 have started their Level 6 phonics and have added /-y/ to their bank of
sounds from last year too. This week, they are focusing on not one but 2 new spellings for the /j/ sound!
They’re excited for the challenge! We are looking forward to starting children on their new Level reading
books soon too. 

English
In English we are finishing off our first ‘Big Write’ of retelling our class text: ‘The Girl at the Front of the
Class’ by Onjali Q. Raúf. 

Maths
In maths we are consolidating our counting and number recognition skills, especially remembering which
numbers go which way round! 

Science
In science we have enjoyed discussing our new topic of seasons; especially Autumn. We have categorised
different objects we might see in different seasons and, last week, went on a nature walk around our
school grounds. We spotted lots of things that indicated that change is coming! 



Congratulations to Emma, Reece and Bonnie! 

Stars of the Week and Values Award

Stars of the Week 18  September 2026th

Values Award 18  September 2026th

Congratulations to Cassie, Harrison and Nathan!

CURIOSITY LOVE BRAVERY COMMUNITY RESILIENCE 



Notices



Notices



Notices

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/lapford-community-primary-school


Notices



Breakfast Club and Lunches

FREE Breakfast
Club for

Reception to
Year 6 pupils

ALL pupils from
Reception to Year 6

can book into our
FREE 8:30am

Breakfast Club.
Please go to

ParentMail to select
your days!

Please click HERE for the lunch menu allergen information 

https://www.stc-primary.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Lunch+Menu&pid=26


School Lunches
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