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14 September 2026

Dear Parent(s)/ Carer(s)

Welcome Back!

It has been wonderful to welcome everyone back to school this week and to see the building busy and
full of life again! A particularly warm welcome goes out to all of the new children and families who have
joined our St Thomas community this September. The children have settled incredibly well into their
new classes, quickly becoming familiar with new routines and getting stuck into their learning. It has
been lovely to see friendships being renewed after the summer as well as lots of new ones beginning to
form.

Our Robins also enjoyed their first Forest School session of the new school year. They spent time
learning how to keep themselves and others safe around the fire, establishing some important routines
ready for lots more outdoor adventures over the coming year.



Dojo

Throughout the year, class teachers will use ClassDojo to share information about what the children are
learning, alongside class news, photographs and any important reminders. Do keep an eye on Dojo
regularly so that you don't miss anything. Teachers can also be contacted through Dojo if you have a
question or concern about your child. As always, we would much rather know about any worries so that
we can work together to resolve them.

Parking

With several additional families joining us this year, our car park is understandably becoming increasingly
busy at drop-off and collection times. Please help us to keep everyone safe by parking considerately and
taking particular care when entering and leaving the school site. Please also remember that there is a
section of road immediately outside school with no pavement, meaning children and families may be
walking in the road. We ask everyone to drive slowly and be especially mindful of pedestrians at these
busy times.

Friends of Lapford School

Our Friends of Lapford School (FLS) work tirelessly throughout the year to organise fun events for our
children and families while raising valuable funds for the school. Their support makes a huge difference,
and we would love as many families as possible to get involved in whatever way they can.

If you would like to find out more, please speak to Stacey Lumsdon, our FLS Chairperson, or come along to
our next meeting at 3.45pm on 1st October. We are also holding a relaxed welcome gathering this
Wednesday after school for anyone who is new to St Thomas, or simply interested in finding out a little
more about FLS. Join us in the school hall at 3.00pm for coffee, cake and a chat - everyone is very
welcome!

Wigs, Wacky Hair & Cake!

Our first fundraiser of the new school year takes place this Friday, when children are invited to come to
school sporting a wig or wonderfully wacky hairstyle in exchange for a £1 cash donation. Children should
still wear their normal school uniform, but the crazier the hair, the better!

At the end of the school day, our School Council will also be holding a cake sale. We would be very grateful
for donations of cakes, which can be brought to the school office by Friday morning.

All money raised through our Wigs and Wacky Hair Day will be used to purchase prizes for the FLS Bingo
Night, taking place at 7200pm on 26th September in Lapford Village Hall. Money raised through FLS events
will be reinvested into projects and improvements that benefit our children, so please do support these
events where you can. We are looking forward to another fun and successful year of fundraising!

Have a great week.
Mrs Wright

g* OPAL NEWS - Critters Crawl wildlife area b@@ ;,@ég@é
Of‘“' Last week, Matilda Wright was named the winner of our naming competition for our
wildlife area. She suggested Critters Crawl, which we felt was a very suitable name!

Thank you for everyone who took part and our runners up Molly Taylor and Oliver
o0 Leach with Bug City, Dominic John with The Little Burrow and Oliver Gidley with The
Animal Hive.
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Day What’s On PE Music Lessons Clubs
Monday 14 Herons swimming
September
Tuesday 15
September
e Herons Forest
School
Afternoon
Wednesday Ms Bloch flute
16 September e 3:00pm FLS lessons resume
Coffee
Afternoon at
school
* Mrs Craddock
violin and
NSPCC Speak Out keyboard
Thursday 17 Stay Safe lessons
September workshops for resume
years2,5&6 e Mr White
drum lessons
resume
FLS Wacky Hair &
Friday 18 SHoes Day
September

Herons to library




Day What’s On PE Music Lessons Clubs
Years 586
Monday 21 Bikeability
September Kingfishers
swimming
Tuesday 22 Years 5&6
September Bikeability
Years 586
Bikeability
Wednesday 23 Ms Bloch flute
September Kingfishers lessons
Forest School
Afternoon
Mrs Craddock
violin and
Thursday 24 Years 5&6 keyboard lessons
September Bikeability
Mr White drum
lessons resume
Friday 25
September
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Term dates for 2026-27 can be found here
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https://www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk/content/?pid=14&contentid=1

What a fantastic first week we have had in Reception!

Our new children have settled into school life wonderfully and
have already been demonstrating our school values and
showing what an brilliant group they are.

There have been lots of new experiences, new friendships and
plenty of happy smiles along the way. The children have been
busy getting to know one another, exploring our classroom and
learning the routines that help make our school day run
smoothly.

We have seen Love in action as the children have cared for one
another, shared resources and offered kind words and helping
hands. We have also seen great Bravery as children have faced
the excitement — and sometimes the nerves — of starting
school, trying new activities and making new friends.

wonderful

Our children
Resilience too.

Learning routines,

becoming more independent and saying

goodbye at the start of the day can
sometimes feel tricky, but the children have
kept trying and have been so proud of
themselves when they have succeeded.

We have also seen lots of Curiosity as the
children  have explored their new
environment, asked questions, investigated
resources and discovered new things each
day. Their enthusiasm for learning has been
wonderful to see.



Lower Robins Spotlight

Most importantly, we are already beginning to build a strong sense of Community in our
Reception classroom. The children have been learning that we are a team, that everyone
matters and that we can learn and have fun together.

We are incredibly proud of each and every one of our Reception children. They have made
such a positive start to their school journey, and we cannot wait to see how they continue to
grow, learn and shine throughout the year.

Well done, Reception — what a brilliant first week!
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Congratulations to Declan, Molly & Dakota!
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FOOD ARD SUPPORT
A GREAT CAUSE!

TO BOOK YOUR BREAKFAST
CALL STACEY ON
% 07891 556884

000 FOOD. GREAT COMPANY. BY

i
JOB ADVERTISEMENT
East Worlington Primary School
Part time, fixed term
Foundation Stage Practitioner
24 Hours per week x 38 weeks per annum and
Out of School Club Assistant
7 Hours per week x 38 woeks por annum
Grade C: £13.47 - £13.69 per hour - depending on experience
Required from October 2026

To support our popullsr nursery prosdsion, we ane secking o appoint an enthusiastic, committed, patient and motiveted
Fosundlal ion Giagoe Fractilioner bo poin cur foam i East Werlington Frimary School

Tha successhl candidate will work with the toachar and sonlkor sta¥f to ondure o creathve losrming snvirshimant within the
Early Yoms Foundation Stage framowork. Tha role will involve delivering high quality practice through a rango of
inorosting snd stimulsting ootivities and supervising indrviduats and groups of childron in tha rursery o fourdation
stage unit. The werk pattern will be four days per week: Mondsy, Tuesday, Wednesday, anad Friday, froem 0200 1o 530,
which allores bor o 30-minutn unpaid broak

didates should d ithe following skills and

& Hold o necognised Lived 3 Early Voars qualidization

»  Hold puitabla Lovel 2 Litoracy and Mamaeray qualifications

+  Ewcellend commurication skills

& Patience snd positivity

*  The ability to support colloa)ued, uso podithe Dehvicur MANMGOMENt SralBgied and onius the school
eantinugd its axcoller providien lor oll pupds

Wao are pleased fo be able to cffer the successhul candidate an sdditional role as Out of School Club Assistant. The
suconsslul candidabe will work with sonior siall to support Lhe day bo day rusning of the Out of School Clulb covering
ey, Tusddiny snd Friday mamings fromn 0800 1o 0000 and Wednesdey and Friday sftemocnd from 1530 1o 1730
Tha roto will provid sn opportunity b engage childien in o range of activities in o relaxed, tabe arvironmment

Tha positions aee fiued torm to 31 August 2027 when the roles will be sulbjoct to & review
Tha kdpal card it will have Meocklity 10 work, saditional hours whon requingd 1o fuppcn incrsaisd demand for the
populis prowilon

Employmant bonafits include oligibdity to joein the Local Governmant Pansion Scham. In addtion, omployeos of the
Tousit are antbed 1o S0 o childears foos ot sur sut of schot elubs bor ehitdran of compuliory sehosl age.

Wi 0 comimitted to promoting equality of opportunity and accoss for ol irespective of age, beckground, rece, gendar,
roligice, sbility, disability, or sexuality. We sslcome spplications for smploymant from tha whobs comminity,

The candidato pack (including ok description) and application form and avallablo on our webiaibe. Please download and
completa the application form and amall & 1o pecsanoelSichulalsighudencn schul by 10 amon Tuadday, 27 Septomber
2020, All applications will be acknowledged

As employ W ane e safeg g and pramoting the welfane of children and young pesple and axpest
all etaif and weluntears to share this commitment and In that regard, we b te policles and All
staffl undertabe & crimingd record check vie the Declosure and Barring Service (D@5) and interviews will include
guestions about sefeguarding children

Ins Line with Govarnment guidnce, we may carry out onling ssarched agalnit shoriliated applicants” aamed & part of
our due diligence checks.

Closing date: 10 am Tuesday, 22* September 2026
Interview date: Tussday, 29" September 2026
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JOB ADVERTISEMENT

Part thme, temporary 11 Teaching Assistant
ot East Worlington Primary Schasl
IT.5 hours por week x T3 wooks per areum
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Part time, termporary 1 Maaltime Assivtant
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JOB ADVERTISEMENT
Executive Assistant
Permanent, part time
Option of 30 or 37 hours por weok ¥ 39 weeks per year
Grade D: £14.36 te £15.31 por hour (depending on exparienca)
CHULMLEIGH COLLEGE
Required from Ootober 2026

iy aro secking 1o appoint an enihusiastic, well-crganisod and effective Execulive Assistant bo prowido adeninistrative
dupgert Lo thd Exdeutned Savicr Loadorihig Tasm inFisr ridpan tbdtios relatid to behasl loadaribig, sdmiratiration and
management.

This i3 o iy administrative rols, &nd the successful candidate will work closely with the Senior Loadorship Toam. This
inierovting and varked post will include duties such o sitending meatingn, taking minutog, proparing reporis, sasisting
with disry management. ovents organisation, compdling the srmual Colloge Calendar of ovents, undartaking spacific
project work and providing comprahenshve administrathee suppost (o the Serdor Leadars of the Trust.

The succaiaiul candidats will Neod 10 hive Gxcollent COMMNKAtIoN and '\m-pm.‘.om akills, d“Mlﬂ!‘ihllh‘hﬁﬁ‘hﬂlib“
the public, sta¥t and pupils in o discroot, riendly and prabeicnal mannor

Candidatns should domaonstrate the following skills and attributes

= Ability bo communicats eMecthely

+  Lspriancs 0% an ofective sdminkstrator

»  Mantaining high levels of confidentiality snd discnetion
*  Able b0 wirk uncir pressung

Th ksl wirking pattern 1 B30am ta 4. 30pm Mohday to Fridey, term time only (30 wookd par yeark But will ba hally
dizcusted during inarvies

Employimeal baradita imclude sligibiity to poin the Lozal Dovernenant Pandicn Schieng. In sddition, amplopeos of the
T arg ontithed ta BO% off childsars foos a8 our out of schaed cluba for childron of compulscny schaal ago.

Wi are comanitied bo promating equality of opportunity and sccess for sl ivespectins of age, background, rece, gender,
religion, ability, dissbill iy, or sexuality. We welcome applications for ernploymaent from the sholo community.

Tha Full job description, application form and information sbout car dynamis snd ewciting school ore available on our
websila Ploase ormail the comploted spplicat ion form to pessonnedifchulmissghdovonschal by 10 am on Tuosday, 25*
Septamber J026. Plosie indicats if you afe interestod in & 37 of 30 hours pod week contract. All applications will ba
ackrerdidgod

As employers, we sre committed o safeguarding and promating the weifare of children and peung prople and expect
all staff snd volunb to alvare this itrnent and in bhat regard, we have appropriate policies and procedures. All
atalf undertske a criminal record chack vis the Diclotwre and Barring Service (DEE) and interviews will include
questians about refeguarding childran

En livs weith Sevevnmant guidanscs, we may carry oul oaline sesrches againat sbortlisted applicants’ names &3 part of
sur dua diligence chesks,

Clading Date: 10 am on Tusiday, 20" Saptomber 2026
Interviow Date: Thursday, 08™ Gotober 2026
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FLS Meeting Dates 2026

- All Welcome!
5th March - 7.30pm
2nd April -3.30pm
7th May - 7.30pm
4th June (AGM) - 3.30pm
2nd July -7.30pm
No meeting in August
~ 3rd September -7.30pm
1st October -3.30pm

~ 12th November -7.30pm
" (week later due to bonfire night)

3 Decenber-3.30pm

SUPPORT
OUR LOTTERY
TODAY

How it works...

It's simple—choose 6 numbers between 0-9 and if
they malch the weelkly lotiery draw, you win gréat

prizes. One of our players will win a cash prize every
waek, maybe even the £25k jackpol! Tickets cost just
£1 per week and the proceeds are dondied 1o Laplord
Community Pimary School

Every Saturday al Bpm the numbers are drawn and
posted online. Winners ane nolified by email and
winnings paid into the account of your choice.

The easiest way o join our loltery is online by direct
debit or debit cord,

It's so easy to join and will make a real
difference to Lapford Community
Primary School

Chulmleigh
Academy Trust

* YOUR
SCHOOL
LOTTERY

Splitting the £1.00

W 40p goes to our school

B 36p goes to cash prizes
20p goes o admin cosis
dp goes to VAT

The Maths... 100 tickets sold a week means

= £30 weekly cash prize

ﬂ.ﬁa = £2,080 a year for our schoal

as

Buy A Ticket

"9

M

Come and jein us!

* Tuesdays ferm—time

* 400 - [020am
e Children aged 0 - Y years,

accompanied by an adult

Fruit snack pr'ov'rded

-

"?tﬁ; \\[./

N

s rm

Sessiens led by our Senier
Foundatien Stage Nursery
Practitioner

Fun Activities

An eppertunity o get to
explere eur fantastic
scheol grounds

Make friends



https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/lapford-community-primary-school

Chulmleigh
Academy Trust
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Chulmleigh College
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At Chulmleigh College, whether your child
dreams of university, a skilled profession or a
hands-on career, they will find the opportunity
to thrive.,

Came and see our school in action and discover

why families choose us,

Book our
September Gpen Events here:

Where every u'm isan r )pen Day!

A small school in the heart of Devon...

Growing dreams. Growing ambition. Growing future
admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk 01769 580215 www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

$t Thomas of Canterbury CE Primary School,
Lapford

Wra-around Care

Time Slots Available Belween: 7.30 am -9 am
330 pm-4épm
Charges: Regisiration Fee £10 [per family)
£6.00 per hour for 2 year olds
£5.50 per hour for 3-4 year olds
£4.50 per hour for Reception to Year &

After épm Late Collection Charge - £15

Tax-free childcarel For further infermation
Please follow this link: pleaze visit our website:

Tel: 013463 83292

Email: admin@laptord- primary.devon.sch.uk
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¢ Toast
* Crumpets’

* Selection of Jams &N 3

Spreads

- Breakfast Club and Lunches

@ Breakfast Club Menu

FRIDAY
Scrambled Eggs

Chulmleigh
Academy Trust

FREE Breakfast
Club for
Reception to
Year 6 pupils

ALL pupils from
Reception to Year 6
can book into our
FREE 8:30am
Breakfast Club.
Please go to
ParentMail to select
your days!

AUTUMN MENU

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Devon Pork Sausages Fish Caloas with
Poast Chicken and 'y Chicken Chamks:
with Mashed Potalo, & Feiast Ptad Potato Wedpes and ‘With Chips and

Grawy, Peas and Sweeto m ang Red
Taetam d Seasonal Vegetables Pepper Sakad Ganden Peas

Vegetarian Sausages F—— Caultiawes, and
with Mached Potalo, with Roast Potatoes wm% ‘with Chips and

m’lﬂ;‘ and Seasamal egetabies mm&ﬁ Eanen Pras

Vegetable Rupgets

Cheese or Beans Cheese or Beans

Hait o Turea Mo Tutca Mayt of Cheese



https://www.stc-primary.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Lunch+Menu&pid=26

School Lunches

Chulmleigh
Academy Trust

"~ AUTUMN MENU </
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