
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parent(s)/ Carer(s)

14 September 2026

RECEPTION: 01363 83292                         www.stc-primary.devon.sch.uk                 EMAIL: admin@stc-primary.devon.sch.uk

Welcome Back!
It has been wonderful to welcome everyone back to school this week and to see the building busy and
full of life again! A particularly warm welcome goes out to all of the new children and families who have
joined our St Thomas community this September. The children have settled incredibly well into their
new classes, quickly becoming familiar with new routines and getting stuck into their learning. It has
been lovely to see friendships being renewed after the summer as well as lots of new ones beginning to
form. 
Our Robins also enjoyed their first Forest School session of the new school year. They spent time
learning how to keep themselves and others safe around the fire, establishing some important routines
ready for lots more outdoor adventures over the coming year.



Dojo
Throughout the year, class teachers will use ClassDojo to share information about what the children are
learning, alongside class news, photographs and any important reminders. Do keep an eye on Dojo
regularly so that you don't miss anything. Teachers can also be contacted through Dojo if you have a
question or concern about your child. As always, we would much rather know about any worries so that
we can work together to resolve them.

Parking
With several additional families joining us this year, our car park is understandably becoming increasingly
busy at drop-off and collection times. Please help us to keep everyone safe by parking considerately and
taking particular care when entering and leaving the school site. Please also remember that there is a
section of road immediately outside school with no pavement, meaning children and families may be
walking in the road. We ask everyone to drive slowly and be especially mindful of pedestrians at these
busy times.

Friends of Lapford School
Our Friends of Lapford School (FLS) work tirelessly throughout the year to organise fun events for our
children and families while raising valuable funds for the school. Their support makes a huge difference,
and we would love as many families as possible to get involved in whatever way they can.
If you would like to find out more, please speak to Stacey Lumsdon, our FLS Chairperson, or come along to
our next meeting at 3.45pm on 1st October. We are also holding a relaxed welcome gathering this
Wednesday after school for anyone who is new to St Thomas, or simply interested in finding out a little
more about FLS. Join us in the school hall at 3.00pm for coffee, cake and a chat – everyone is very
welcome!

Wigs, Wacky Hair & Cake!
Our first fundraiser of the new school year takes place this Friday, when children are invited to come to
school sporting a wig or wonderfully wacky hairstyle in exchange for a £1 cash donation. Children should
still wear their normal school uniform, but the crazier the hair, the better!

At the end of the school day, our School Council will also be holding a cake sale. We would be very grateful
for donations of cakes, which can be brought to the school office by Friday morning.

All money raised through our Wigs and Wacky Hair Day will be used to purchase prizes for the FLS Bingo
Night, taking place at 7.00pm on 26th September in Lapford Village Hall. Money raised through FLS events
will be reinvested into projects and improvements that benefit our children, so please do support these
events where you can. We are looking forward to another fun and successful year of fundraising!

Have a great week.
Mrs Wright

OPAL NEWS - Critters Crawl wildlife area

Last week, Matilda Wright was named the winner of our naming competition for our
wildlife area. She suggested Critters Crawl, which we felt was a very suitable name!

Thank you for everyone who took part and our runners up Molly Taylor and Oliver
Leach with Bug City, Dominic John with The Little Burrow and Oliver Gidley with The
Animal Hive.



Day What’s On PE Music Lessons Clubs

Monday 14
September

Herons swimming

Tuesday 15
September

Wednesday
16 September

Herons Forest
School
Afternoon

3:00pm FLS
Coffee
Afternoon at
school

Ms Bloch flute
lessons resume

Thursday 17
September

NSPCC Speak Out
Stay Safe
workshops for
years 2, 5 & 6

Mrs Craddock
violin and
keyboard
lessons
resume
Mr White
drum lessons
resume

Friday 18
September

FLS Wacky Hair &
SHoes Day

Herons to library

What’s on 14-18 September



Day What’s On PE Music Lessons Clubs

Monday 21
September

Years 5&6
Bikeability

Kingfishers
swimming

Tuesday 22
September

Years 5&6
Bikeability

Wednesday 23
September

Years 5&6
Bikeability

Kingfishers
Forest School
Afternoon

Ms Bloch flute
lessons 

Thursday 24
September

Years 5&6
Bikeability

Mrs Craddock
violin and
keyboard lessons

Mr White drum
lessons resume

Friday 25
September

What’s on 21-25 September

Term dates for 2026-27 can be found here

PLANNING A HOLIDAY?PLANNING A HOLIDAY?PLANNING A HOLIDAY?   PLANNING A HOLIDAY? 

https://www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk/content/?pid=14&contentid=1


Lower Robins Spotlight 

A Wonderful First Week in Reception

What a fantastic first week we have had in Reception!

Our new children have settled into school life wonderfully and
have already been demonstrating our school values and
showing what an brilliant group they are. 

There have been lots of new experiences, new friendships and
plenty of happy smiles along the way. The children have been
busy getting to know one another, exploring our classroom and
learning the routines that help make our school day run
smoothly.

We have seen Love in action as the children have cared for one
another, shared resources and offered kind words and helping
hands. We have also seen great Bravery as children have faced
the excitement — and sometimes the nerves — of starting
school, trying new activities and making new friends.

Our children have shown wonderful
Resilience too. Learning new routines,
becoming more independent and saying
goodbye at the start of the day can
sometimes feel tricky, but the children have
kept trying and have been so proud of
themselves when they have succeeded.

We have also seen lots of Curiosity as the
children have explored their new
environment, asked questions, investigated
resources and discovered new things each
day. Their enthusiasm for learning has been
wonderful to see.



Lower Robins Spotlight 

Most importantly, we are already beginning to build a strong sense of Community in our
Reception classroom. The children have been learning that we are a team, that everyone
matters and that we can learn and have fun together.

We are incredibly proud of each and every one of our Reception children. They have made
such a positive start to their school journey, and we cannot wait to see how they continue to
grow, learn and shine throughout the year.

Well done, Reception — what a brilliant first week!



Congratulations to James, Leo & Evander! 

Stars of the Week and Values Award

Stars of the Week 11  September 2026th

Values Award 11  September 2026th

Congratulations to Declan, Molly & Dakota!

CURIOSITY LOVE BRAVERY COMMUNITY RESILIENCE 



Notices



Notices

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/lapford-community-primary-school


Notices



Breakfast Club and Lunches

FREE Breakfast
Club for

Reception to
Year 6 pupils

ALL pupils from
Reception to Year 6

can book into our
FREE 8:30am

Breakfast Club.
Please go to

ParentMail to select
your days!

Please click HERE for the lunch menu allergen information 

https://www.stc-primary.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Lunch+Menu&pid=26


School Lunches
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